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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

City of Sammamish Council Chambers 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT  

Jan Klier 

Erica Tiliacos 

Dick Amidei 

Tom Vance  

Stan Bump  

Scott Hamilton  

Mahbubul Islam 
 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT:   All present. 
 

STAFF PRESENT   

Susan Cezar, Community Development Deputy Director  

Rob Garwood, Senior Planner 

Debbie Beadle, Secretary, Community Development 

Becky Chaney, Staff 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Tom Vance called the meeting of Sammamish Planning Commission to order at 

6:00 p.m.   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Approved. 
 

REVIEW OF WORK PROGRAM CALENDAR     
 

Susan Cezar opened the meeting discussing the Work Program Calendar; added changes 

were potential dates for the Town Center deliberation dates, Oct 15 and Oct 29
th

.  

Commissioner Vance requested a head count on attendance for the forthcoming 06/11/09 

meeting.  Five Commissioners would be available for the forthcoming date.    

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – NON AGENDA - None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 2, Aril 16 & May 7 Approved 7:0 
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OLD BUSINESS  

Staff Representation: 

 Bob Bengford, Makers Architecture  

 
TOWN CENTER ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Design Review  

 

Susan Cezar briefly introduced the presentation advising the Commissioners that is was 

noted  the following presentation was more of a Development Design Review rather than 

the initial proposed Design Review.  

 

Bob Bengford from Makers Architecture would follow with the presentation “Site Design 

Process and Design Review. 

 

Staff met more than nine months ago talking about the process and potential ideas for the 

Development Design Review, several brain storming solutions have taken place with 

John Owen, Michael Matthias during previous weeks including refining the document 

more intensively.   

 

The presentation was more of a concept and would appreciate the Commissioners valued 

input following the presentation.  

 

Presentation included the following topics:  

 Site Plan & Design Review 

o Process through which development applications are reviewed and 

approved 

o Town Center presents some unique features including; 

More urbanized site development 

Mixed-use Zoning 

 Goals 

o Provide for flexibility 

o Provide for certainty 

o Assure single point of contact through development review 

o Encourage unified zone development 

 Development Dynamic for “A” Zones 

o Preference is for unified/coordinated zone development which allows for: 

 Consistency of design 

 Connectivity 

 Infrastructure layout 

 Potential phasing options 
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 Town Center Zones “A” Zone Characteristics 

o Unified zone ownership 

 A-2 Lake Washington School District (with exception of one parcel 

 A-4 unified ownership 

 A-5 unified ownership 

Diverse ownership 

A-1Core 

A-3 Southeast Quadrant 

 Process 

 Zoning/Development Regulations 

 Pre-application Conference 

 Zone-Wide Plan 

o 1) Infrastructure System 

o 2) Parcel Deliniation 

o 3) Building Envelope & Street Orientation 

o 4) Parking Location & Conditions 

 Site Plan Approval 

 Design Review 

 “B” Zone Development 

 

Bob Bengford confirmed that the presentation was a concept; the idea was to present 

several ideas to the Planning Commission.   Presentation concluded with a 

questions/answers summary with Staff and the Commission directly.  

 

It was agreed that staff/presentation would return with a revised document.  

 

The PowerPoint presentation would be available as a reference document on the City 

Website.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chair Vance opened the meeting for any additional subjects/issues the Commissioners 

required discussion  Commissioner Tiliacos brought up concern of citizens expressing 

lack of communication from the city, and insufficient communication with residents of 

policies affecting them. Commissioner Hamilton noted:  

 Why wasn’t the Council Meeting screened on the City Website? 

 What about people who subscribe to Direct TV etc – How do they view the CC 

meetings?  Currently only Comcast subscribers. 

 What about the Planning Commission meetings - why aren’t they also available 

for TV viewing?  This would be a positive way to encourage the public to attend 

the meetings they would be aware of topics discussed.  
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 Newsletter totally inadequate. 

 No significant mailings to the public advising details. 

 

Commissioner Tiliacos raised motion to communicate this concern to the Council .  

Commissioner Klier suggested city develop a professional public engagement strategy 

with best practices.  Commission agreed to form a subcommittee with Commissioner 

Tiliacos, Commissioner Hamilton, and Commissioner Klier and together they would 

generate a document and bring back to the Commission.  Timeframe:  06/18/09   

Approval 7:0 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – No Comment 

 

 

ADJOURN 

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

 

Chair: Tom Vance                                                      Secretary:   Debbie Beadle 

 (DVD record 05/21/2009 refers.)                                                 


