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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
• Obtain a building permit before starting construction. 
• The intent of this sheet is to address the basics of private residential foundation construction only and does not address the 

subject in great detail.  Additional information can be found at your local home improvement store, library or on the web. 
• This tip sheet is intended to show code requirements per the 2006 International Residential Code. 

R602.10.5 Continuous wood structural panel sheathing. When continuous wood structural panel 
sheathing is provided in accordance with: 

• Method 3 of Section R602.10.3 (“A” below) on all sheathable areas of all exterior walls including 
areas above and below openings, braced wall panel lengths are not required to be in accordance 
with Section R602.10.4 provided 

•  they are in accordance with Table R602.10.5. (“B” below)_  
• Wood structural panel sheathing shall be installed at corners in accordance with Figure R602.10.5. 

(“C” below)_ 
• The bracing percentages in Table R602.10.1 for Method 3 (“D” below)_ shall be permitted to be 

multiplied by 
•  a factor of 0.9 for exterior walls with a maximum opening height that does not exceed 85 

percent of the wall height, (“E” below)_ or  
• a factor of 0.8 for exterior walls with a maximum opening height that does not exceed 67 percent 

of the wall height. (“F” below)_ 
 

A. R602.10.3 Braced wall panel construction methods. The construction of braced wall panels shall 
be in accordance with one of the following methods:   

3. Wood structural panel sheathing with a thickness not less than 5/16 inch (8 mm) for 16-inch 
(406 mm) stud spacing and not less than 3/8 inch (9 mm) for 24-inch (610 mm) stud spacing. Wood 
structural panels shall be installed in accordance with Table R602.3(3). 
 

B. Table R602.10.5 

 



Braced Walls Continuous w/Openings  
Page 2 of 3 

 

 
A. Figure R602.10.5. 
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C. Table R602.10.1 for Method 3 

 

 
 

D. a factor of 0.9 for exterior walls with a maximum opening height that does not exceed 85 percent of 
the wall height. 

Example:  opening height/wall height does not exceed 85% 
□ 6ft/8ft=.75 or 75% 
□ 6ft-8in [6.67 ft)/8ft=.834 or 83.4% 
□ Other (please specify)___________ 

Factor of 0.9 for (circle method using & values in table above.)_______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
E. a factor of 0.8 for exterior walls with a maximum opening height that does not exceed 67 percent of 

the wall height. 
Example:  opening height/wall height does not exceed 67% 

□ 4ft/8ft=.5 or 50% 
□ 5ft/8ft=.625 or 62.5% 
□ Other (please specify)___________ 

Factor of 0.8 for (circle method using & values in table above.)_______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SUMMARY of RESULTS: 
Based on Table R602.10.5, minimum width of full panel adjacent to opening:_______ 
Based on Table R602.10.1 percentage calcs above (item E or F), minimum width of full 
panel braced wall:________ 
 


