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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris - 
Hello and thank you for joining us for the Sammamish Parks, Recreations and Open Space Plan meeting. We will wait a few minutes for people who are still trying to log on to the meeting. 
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We'll start soon.
While you’re waiting…
• Make sure your audio is working. If your 

computer doesn’t have a mic, you can call in on 
your phone.

• Find the chat 
box! That’s 
the way to ask 
questions.

Virtual Public 
Meeting
Parks, Recreation 
& Open Space 
(PROS) Plan
This public meeting is being 
recorded
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris - 
When joining the meeting you have automatically been put on mute and you can not unmute yourself. This helps to ensure that the meeting runs smoothly without unexpected background interruptions.

We will use the Chat button at the bottom of your screen 

If you have called in you will be able to participate by using *9 to raise your hand 
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Public Meeting Overview
Welcome & Introduction

Meeting Structure & Purpose 

Short presentation & live polling

Break-out discussions (2 topics, 15 minutes each)

Brief reporting from groups 

Recap, next steps & closing comments

This public meeting is being recorded

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris - 
Here’s an overview of tonight’s meeting
We’ll start with a brief presentation to share a little about the project, Sammamish’s great park system, and what we’ve heard to date from the community survey

We’ll do some live polling at points during the presentation

Then transition to 2 small group, breakout sessions to discuss some specific topics we have in mind

We will end the meeting with some information about next steps for the project and how you can stay involved

Please note that this meeting is being recorded for documentation. I would now like to turn the meeting over to Anjali Myer, the city’s Parks Recreation & Facilities Director, who I know is very excited to hear everyone’s input. 
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Conservation Technix

Anjali Myer
City of Sammamish
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City of Sammamish

Shelby Perrault
City of Sammamish
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris - 
Here’s an overview of tonight’s meeting
We’ll start with a brief presentation to share a little about the project, Sammamish’s great park system, and what we’ve heard to date from the community survey

We’ll do some live polling at points during the presentation

Then transition to 2 small group, breakout sessions to discuss some specific topics we have in mind

We will end the meeting with some information about next steps for the project and how you can stay involved

Please note that this meeting is being recorded for documentation. I would now like to turn the meeting over to Anjali Myer, the city’s Parks Recreation & Facilities Director, who I know is very excited to hear everyone’s input. 
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We are early in the planning process

Tonight will supplement the other 
feedback and outreach

Topics for tonight from community survey 
and Parks & Recreation Commission

Live polling to connect with you

Other ways to engage at the end of 
meeting 

About Tonight’s Meeting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve – 

Good evening everyone and thanks for joining us today. 

Tonight’s feedback will add to the information we’ve gathered from the community survey and discussions with the Parks & Recreation Commission. 

At this stage, we are still collecting ideas from the community, and tonight is about hearing more from you through Zoom polling and Q&A times. 

Tonight is not a decision-making meeting, and at the end of the meeting we will share other ways to stay involved






Parks, Recreation & Facilities 2018 PROS Plan
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Parks & Recreation Vision & Mission
Sammamish’s Parks and Recreation system is an integral part of 
our healthy and sustainable community by connecting people to 
nature, play and culture.

Sammamish’s Parks and Recreation system contributes to the 
quality of life for the community by creating a legacy of diverse 
and quality parks, exceptional recreation programs and 
protected natural resources.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Anjali - 

Offer welcome – reference Vision/Mission

With that, I will pass it to Steve Duh, one of our consultants helping on the PROS Plan update to get this meeting started.
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The PROS Plan is a 6-year guide for managing and 
enhancing parks, open space, trails, and recreation 
opportunities for the Sammamish community.

The Plan will include a vision for the parks & 
recreation system, to include: 
• Goals & actions
• Programs & capital investments 
• Implementation strategies 

Planning Forward

What is the PROS Plan?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

Some of you might have been following this project, but it might be new to some of you. 

As a reminder, the city’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan, or PROS Plan for short, is a 6-year guide for helping the City manage and improve its parks, local recreation opportunities and other outdoor experiences. 

The Plan looks to the future and will establish goals, identify specific projects and ideas on how to implement projects for the next 6 plus years



8

What is the PROS Plan?
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The PROS Plan will guide investments to improve 
and enhance the park and recreation system: 

• Is based on significant community input

• Includes assessments of parks & open spaces

• Includes project priorities

• Is the foundation for pursuing state &      
other grants

Planning Forward

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

Some of you might have been following this project, but it might be new to some of you. 

As a reminder, the city’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan, or PROS Plan for short, is a 6-year guide for helping the City manage and improve its parks, local recreation opportunities and other outdoor experiences. 

The Plan looks to the future and will establish goals, identify specific projects and ideas on how to implement projects for the next 6 plus years
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Existing 
Conditions

Needs 
Assessment

Goals & 
Strategies Draft Plan Final Plan

Jan 2023                                                              Dec 2023

Public Involvement

Tabling at Community Events

Virtual Community Meeting (TODAY)

Stakeholder Discussions

Online Engagement

Parks & Recreation 
Commission and City Council 
Sessions

Community Survey 

Project Timeline

Jan        Feb        Mar        Apr        May        Jun        Jul        Aug        Sep        Oct        Nov        Dec 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

The project timeline spans about 12 months, and we anticipate a first draft of the new PROS Plan by Fall - with review by City Council by the end of the year.

The City is making a significant effort to hear from the Sammamish community through a broad and varied approach. This includes a community survey in four languages, tonight’s virtual meeting, attending local events (like Rig-A-Palooza) to share information, and through a few group discussions with city partners and stakeholders.

We will do another public meeting like this one in the early Fall, and we will connect with the Parks and Recreation Commission multiple times during the year. 
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20 miles of park trails

11 Sport fields

7 Sport courts

About Your Park System
15 Parks & 675 acres of 
parks & open space

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve -

City parks give you access to the outdoors. 

I’m sure many of you here tonight have your favorite places to visit in Sammamish, but did you know that:

Sammamish provides 23 parks across the city, with over 690 acres of parks and open space
It operates numerous sport fields and sport courts, and 
The city manages about 16 miles of trails within its parks and open space
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Dozens of special events

Community & Aquatic 
Center (operated by YMCA)

Reservable shelter space

About Your Park System

3 Lakes
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

The city provides access to three lakes, and in 2016, opened the Community & Aquatic Center, which is operated by the YMCA 
Dozens of annual community events and cultural activities bind the community together and help highlight the diversity of Sammamish. 
And the City has multiple facilities for use or rent, including Beaver Lake Lodge and park picnic shelters
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

The City offers amazing recreational activities and places that Enhance the Quality of Life & Livability in Sammamish

This ranges from community events, to lakefront access, to sport fields, and natural area restoration
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

It also includes community gathering spaces and picnic areas, the Skate Park at the Commons, and trails throughout many city parks
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• Balancing active park space with natural 
open space and conservation

• Pressure on existing parks

• Opportunities to add park  amenities to 
address changing uses and improve 
inclusion

• Expanding the trail system and 
connecting parks and other destinations

An Evolving Park System 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve – 

Planning for the future requires us to respond to continued city growth and development and provide spaces for people to play and gather. 

Increasing density will also put more pressure on existing parks and natural areas, so we will need to pay attention to on-going maintenance, stewardship and caring for what we have. 
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• Balancing active park space with natural 
open space and conservation

• Pressure on existing parks

• Opportunities to add park  amenities to 
address changing uses and improve 
inclusion

• Expanding the trail system and 
connecting parks and other destinations

An Evolving Park System 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

Going forward, we also need to make sure that the park system and recreation offerings are welcoming for all users – whether that is through inclusive play areas, to providing access in other languages as we are doing tonight.

We are looking for your thoughts on future investments to Sammamish’s park and recreation system to make sure it continues to adapt to the changing needs of the community and remains strong as more people make use of what is offered. 

Now, it’s time to start hearing from all of you… 
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Which of these would be hardest to live without?

1. Chocolate
2. Music
3. Ice Cream
4. Your favorite drink
5. Your phone
6. Other

This is just for practice…

Live Polling Practice 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

With this Zoom format, we will use instant polls, and we’ve set up a practice poll to get you familiar with how it works.

To be clear, this is just a practice and will not be part of the new PROS Plan. 

Let’s give it a try.
I will read the question and choices, then another window will pop up on your screen with these choices. Make your selection and hit Submit.  

Which of these would be hardest to live without?
Chocolate  /  Music  /  Ice Cream  /  Your favorite drink  /  Your phone  /  or some other option

You will now see the pop-up window

If the poll box covers the portion of the slide you are trying to read, you can drag the poll box to one side of your computer screen, 

Apologies to our attendees using the phone, we are unable to provide the poll on the phone, but let us know your thoughts during the Question and Answer sessions
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Polling Question #1
What are your three favorite things about Sammamish parks and 
open space? (Select three) 

1. Trails in parks or linking parks
2. Space for gatherings, performances or art 
3. Places for exercise 
4. Covered areas for picnics or recreation
5. Indoor spaces (Community & Aquatic Center)
6. Access to water and lakes
7. Areas for sport fields and courts
8. Other

17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris to read and summarize real-time polling responses
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Survey Highlights
700+ responses

Four languages: 
• Chinese
• English
• Hindi
• Spanish

97%
feel that local parks, recreation 
opportunities are important or essential 
to the quality of life. 

51%
Stated their usage of parks increased during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

What We’ve Heard So Far 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

As I mentioned earlier, the City recently conducted a community survey to help inform this PROS Plan update. In an effort to reach out to all of Sammamish, the survey was available in four languages. It was launched in late March, and it is still open. If you haven’t taken the survey yet, we will share how you can access the survey at the end of this meeting. 

Tonight, we want to share a little about what we’ve heard from the community. 

We have had tremendous feedback and collected just over 700 responses from a community survey. Here are some highlights…

Nearly everyone – 97% - feel that parks and recreation are either essential or important to the quality of life on Sammamish

And half of all respondents said their usage of city parks and open space increased during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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What We’ve Heard So Far 

11.1%

23.1%

24.5%

34.7%

35.8%

37.9%

37.9%

58.9%

86.6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Other

Athletic courts (tennis / pickleball / basketball)

Athletic fields

Playgrounds

Events / concerts / festivals / activities

Fitness / Exercise

Dog areas / walking dog

Relaxation

Trails / walk / jog / runTop reasons 
for visiting
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

The top reasons people visit Sammamish’s parks is for trails for walking, running and biking, and for relaxation. 

Visiting for playgrounds, community events, fitness and dog walking are also very popular activities.
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Amenities - Greatest Need
• Walking & hiking trails
• Restrooms in parks
• Providing lifeguards at Pine Lake Beach in 

the summer
• More community events during the year, 

such as Concerts in the Park
• All-abilities, inclusive playgrounds and 

inclusive programming or events

85%
visit parks or facilities 
monthly. 

What We’ve Heard So Far 
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52%
visit parks or facilities 
at least once a week. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

Some of the priorities noted so far include improving trail connections and adding/improving restrooms in parks. 

Other high-need amenities include providing lifeguards at Pine Lake, additional community events and concerts, and providing inclusive playgrounds and programming for users of all abilities. 

Park usage is strong, and people visit local parks often – with 85% saying they visit at least a couple times per month.
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Priority Improvements
• Maintaining existing parks and amenities to extend their useful life
• Expanding trail opportunities and connections
• Upgrading and adding new amenities and features within existing parks

What We’ve Heard So Far 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 

Based on what we’ve heard from the community so far, top priorities for park system improvements include: 

Maintaining and caring for existing parks and making sure existing park amenities last longer

Expanding trail opportunities – and finding ways to improve trail connections

Upgrading existing parks – and adding new amenities to provide more choices for recreation
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What are your top two priorities to improve, enhance, or expand our park 
and recreation system? (Select two)  

Polling Question #2

1. Improve access to park (sidewalks, trail connections, safe routes to parks)
2. Provide more indoor space for activities and classes run by programming partners
3. Connect and expand trails by buying additional land or easements or using road rights-of-way
4. Improve and expand water access options to Lake Sammamish by buying additional 

waterfront property
5. Expand the variety of recreational options, such as climbing walls, pickleball, bike skills/pump 

track, disc golf, etc.
6. Add additional outdoor covered areas, such as picnic shelters or shade canopies over 

playgrounds
7. Other

22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris to read and summarize real-time polling responses
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Hearing from You

• What are the strengths of the Sammamish 
parks and recreation system? What are 
key areas for improvements?

• How do we meet community needs for 
parks and recreation services now and 
into the future?

• Where should we focus our efforts and 
resources?

Big Questions to Ponder

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris – 

Next we are going to transition into smaller groups called Break-out Rooms. Before we do that, give some thought to these ‘big questions’ on screen and start to think more about…

- What you see as some strengths of Sammamish’s park system
- What could be improved
- How the City can meet community needs today and into the future, and 
- Where the City should focus energy and resources. 
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Great Progress, But More to Do

• Acquired 4 parks & additional 
open space – added over 65 acres 
since 2018

• Opened Big Rock Park (Central)

Parks & Trails



25

Parks & Trails
Great Progress, But More to Do

• Beaton Hill Park
• Big Rock Park (South)
• The Notch Property
• Klahanie Park
• Inglewood Middle School Fields



Coming Soon…
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• Walking, running, biking top activities 
– trails top amenity

• Expanding & connecting existing 
trails top priority

• Topography challenges from plateau 
to East Lake Sammamish Trail

• Bike lanes, safety improvements & 
wayfinding 

Expanding the Trails System 
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• What’s working well with the 
Sammamish park and trail system?

• What could the City be doing better?

• What gaps need to be filled in the trail 
system? What destinations connected? 

Break-Out Room Questions

Hearing from You

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Re-read questions

< transition to facilitated break-out discussions >
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Purpose

Process

Ground rules

Overview

This public meeting is being recorded

Break-Out Rooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris
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• 15 minutes for each break-out room

• Facilitator leads discussion and 
recognizes speakers – raise your 
hand if you want to talk

• At end of each session, the facilitator 
will summarize the discussion with 
you and provide a high-level report 
to the entire group

Process

Break-Out Rooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris
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• There are no right or wrong answers; 
we’re interested in your honest, candid 
opinions and ideas.

• One person speaks at a time. This will 
allow all of us to be heard by each other.

• It is important to tell YOUR thoughts, not 
what you think others will think, or what 
you think others want to hear.

• It’s OK to disagree but be respectful of 
the opinions of others.

Ground rules

Break-Out Rooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris
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1. Parks & Trails

2. Upgrading & Expanding 
Recreational Uses

Topics

Break-Out Rooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris

< transition to 1st break-out room > 
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Break-Out Room 
Report Back



34

Playground Replacement & Additions
• Several existing playgrounds built by similar 

manufacturers for a similar style of play, mainly 
intended for 2-5 year olds and 5-10 year olds.

• Typical replacement cycle is based on play 
equipment age and condition

• Four of the nine playgrounds in the parks system 
are nearing the end of their useful life and will 
need to be replaced within 10 years.

Upgrading & Expanding 
Recreational Uses
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Playground Replacement & Additions
• Existing playgrounds offer similar experiences

• Future decisions: replace with similar structures or explore the 
options of replacing with more inclusive and/or interactive structures

East Sammamish Park Ebright Park Pine Lake Park

Upgrading & Expanding Recreational Uses



Traditional
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Body Movement - Kinetic
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Nature-based Play
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Inclusive – All Abilities
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Inclusive – All Ages

40
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Active Recreation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Steve - 
Aside from the potential for playground upgrades, the types of play experiences that are being provided are changing and diversifying. 

New and expanded amenities are often requested, such as bicycle pump tracks, splashpads, inclusive playgrounds, disc golf, more trails, etc.

New amenities may require the use or re-use of existing park land. 

Balancing the demand for more active uses is challenging given the limitations on the total amount of available park space. There often are requests to make use of existing greenspace for the expansion of active recreation. 
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Break-Out Room Questions

Hearing from You

• What kinds of activities would you like 
to see more of?

• What’s one new idea for expanding the 
range of recreational experiences?

• What would you do differently, if 
anything? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Re-read questions

< transition to facilitated break-out discussions >
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Break-Out Room 
Report Back
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Please share your big idea 
for the Sammamish parks 
and recreation system.

Use the chat function to 
share ideas. 

Dream Big!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chris – 

We would like to hear more of your ideas. Please share another big idea for the Sammamish parks and recreation system. No idea is too big or too small. 

Please use the Chat button to type in your thoughts. If you are calling in by phone, press *9 to raise your hand and then when you are acknowledged, press *6  to unmute yourself.
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Take the Community Survey
• Use your phone to follow the QR codes to the survey 

(Closes tomorrow, May 26th)

Next Steps

Chinese English Hindi Spanish

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Janie – 

As Steve noted earlier, the community survey is still open, but it closes tomorrow! 

The survey links will be posted in the Chat for this meeting. You can access the survey directly from those links or use your phone to scan the QR code shown on the screen.
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Share More Thoughts
• Use the chat function to provide  

additional comments now

• Visit City website

• Watch for PROS Plan info at community 
events

• 2nd public meeting early fall

• Ongoing discussions with Parks & 
Recreation Commission and City Council

Track the Project
Visit the City website for 
updates and ways to 
stay involved.

Next Steps

Stay in Touch
Janie Walzer
jwalzer@sammamish.us
206-702-7420

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Janie - 

We would like to pause a final time to invite you again to ask questions or make comments. 

If you have any thing else you would like to share, please put your thoughts in the Chat box. Or if you are dialing in by phone press *9 to raise your hand. 

We will hold another community meeting in the fall, when we will share what we have learned and the draft plan.  Please check the website and keep an eye on social media for the meeting date




THANK YOU!

Parks, Recreation 
& Open Space 
(PROS) Plan
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Janie closes – final thank you
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