
TREE REMOVAL TREE REMOVAL 
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CAN HAZARD TREES BE REMOVED FROM CRITICAL AREAS OR 
CRITICAL AREA BUFFERS?

TREE RESTORATION AND REPLANTING

Vegetation within critical areas and critical area buffers is generally 
protected. However, pursuant to SMC 16.25.190, a hazard tree can be 
removed immediately if removal will prevent imminent danger or hazard to 
persons or property.

If this is clearly the case, the hazardous tree should be snagged to a safe 
height, and the removed portions of the tree should be dropped into the 
critical area and/or surrounding protected buffer area where they can 
provide woody structures for wildlife habitat. The method by which the tree 
is removed should minimize intrusion into, and impacts to, the critical area 
and surrounding buffer areas. 

Any critical area or associated buffer areas that are disturbed by tree removal 
must be restored, with any damaged vegetation replaced through replanting 
of similar native vegetation types and densities.

The removed tree must be replaced based on the following replanting chart 
(SMC 21A.37.280):

SIZE OF TREE REMOVED 1 REPLACEMENT TREES  
REQUIRED

Coniferous Trees: 8” - 22”
Deciduous Trees: 12” - 22”

(Significant Tree)
1 tree

Coniferous or Deciduous Trees: 22” - 32”
(Heritage Tree) 2 trees

Coniferous or Deciduous Trees: 32” or larger
(Landmark Tree) 3 trees

1  TREE SIZES ARE MEASURED IN DIAMETER AT DBH OR 54 INCHES UP FROM THE BASE

-   REPLACEMENT CONIFEROUS TREES MUST BE AT LEAST 8 FEET IN HEIGHT 

-   REPLACEMENT DECIDUOUS TREES MUST BE AT LEAST 2.5 INCHES IN DIAMETER 

-   REPLACEMENT TREES MUST BE PRIMARILY NATIVE SPECIES. (NON-NATIVE SPECIES MAY  BE   
    CONSIDERED WITH RECOMMENDATION OF A CERTIFIED ARBORIST, OR WITH CITY  APPROVAL 

-   ADDITIONAL TREE REPLACEMENT STANDARDS MAY BE FOUND IN SMC 21A.37.280
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Code References
SMC 16.25.190

SMC 21A.37.280

Resources
Diameter Breast Height 
Calculator

Identify crticial areas 
with the  Sammamish 
Property Tool

Questions?
Email the Tree Removal 
Team

http://www.sammamish.us
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Sammamish/?Sammamish16/Sammamish1625.html#16.25.190
http://SMC 21A.37.280
https://www.sammamish.us/permits-regulations/permit-center/tree-removal-permit/calculating-diameter-breast-height/
https://www.sammamish.us/permits-regulations/permit-center/tree-removal-permit/calculating-diameter-breast-height/
http://Identify Critical Areas with Sammamish Property Tool
http://Identify Critical Areas with Sammamish Property Tool
mailto:treeremoval%40sammamish.us?subject=
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